Woosehill Church Magazine

from The Hawthorns School.
All are welcome.

We are on Chestnut Ave, just around the corner

Find us on ou
woosehillchurch.
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Dear Church Family and all
other readers,
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With every blessing,
Val

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:
16 May 2018
Articles as usual preferably by
e-mail to:
valerie.weedon@btinternet.com

Woosehill Church Magazine
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Clergy Letter
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Rector's Sabbatical

I'm going to be on Sabbatical from the 6th of May to the 6th of August t
year. Clergy in the Diocese of Oxford are encouraged to take a sabbati
every 10 years and this will be my first, 16 years after | was ordained ¢
con. With a full staff team of Patrick and Julie and excellent support fro

NIS
cal
ea-
n

Judi, Jane, and Roy Burgess this feels the ideal time to be going on salpbati-

cal.

The Diocese is very clear that a sabbatical is a time of rest and reflectiqg
and should not be filled with lots of things. It is not intended to be

‘productive’ in any measurable way. It's a chance to recharge my batter
and to deepen and refresh my faith and calling in new and exciting way
sure I'll come back with some new and exciting ideas, which | know yoy

be looking forward to with eager longing.

My sabbatical is essentially in three streams. One is simply to spend m
time with my family and to be at home more and to be helpful more and
to enjoy being together. The second is to read some of the small mount
of books | have been meaning to read for ages and to, perhaps, try to w
some meditative reflections on various of the Gospels. The third is cent
on two trips- one to our link parish in Vaxjo in the hope that this might in
spire a trip from Wokingham in 2019, the second to Jerusalem and Ng

reth in July.

The Wardens and Stewards, the Parish Clergy and the Parish Office Tq
will all work together to make sure that everything continues to happen
that our momentum and weekly pattern carry on without a hitch. | know
that you will support them as they take on this extra layer of responsibil

and organisation.

Please do pray for them, and for me as | try to make the best possible
this opportunity to pause and to breathe.

Richard
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Brenda - a tribute

In recent months there has been a great
deal of attention on gender equality and

i making sure that wo
FE respected; in the first week of March there
was even more discussion on the subject,
as we celebrated inspiring wome
week was also the time when we lost a remarkable friend who demon-
strated many of the characteristics we want to see as we encourage th
next generation of strong, independent and intelligent women who will
enrich our world and our faith, and | would just like to add a few words
to the celebration of everything her life meant to those of us who were
fortunate enough to know her.

3
7

/r

me

e

was direct, honest, and she did
gence and perception to sum up situations and make wise decisions
how to deal with them, and she was a brilliant, if often alarmingly forth1
right, communicator! Yet combined with this insightful mind and articu-

Brenda had the sort of personality which often makes me nervous; s:F

late tongue she had a huge and compassionate heart, and there was no

better friend to help you out with practical support or encouraging

words when you needed them. Even when her own life was demandin
Brenda was someone you could always rely on, and having someone
that to nurture everyone was exactly what a small fledgling church, as

Woosehill was when she and John first joined us, needed most of all.

When Brenda and John first joined Woosehill Church back in the 1980
everyone benefitted from his ministry as an LLM, preacher and Pastor

Leader, but Brenda was so much a part of that ministry you could neve

really think of one of them without the other.

0
bou

0,
ike

S
Al




Marchi April 2018

| had huge respect for John, who was the one who inspired me to become a

Licensed Lay Minister, and he made a massive contributigdhe@rowth of
the church he served so diligently. Even the dignity with which he faced
final il 1l ness and death was an e
as she struggled with the -&tlo- early loss of her soulmate. | had feared th
after he passed she would leave to worship at anottierrch, and when shg
told me the weekend after his fu
felt like setting off on a celebratory victory lap of the car park!

Brendads faith was deep, but I r
someone with her independent and logical mind it had come at a price;
after | had preached about the problems that some personality types en
tered with accepting the mysteries of our faith (I had just done some tra
about MyersBriggs groups), whereas other types like me are all too read
believe in the unprovable, she told me afterwards that she was someon
definitely identified with the difficulties of the INTP doubters! After | had
preached she frequently gave me

enjoyed thatdé but involved analy
carefully she had been paying attention, and was really helpful, even if |

forthright way of speaking somet

Even in todayds sceptical and se

cu

models who are largethantlife characters, who have a positive effect on the

community around them, and who set a good example for the next gene
tion. For those of us who were strengthened by her fellowship and had ¢
lives warmed by her honesty, humour and kind heart, Brenda Alder was|

role model.

Elaine

ra-
ur
tha
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Brenda - a precious memory

| do have one very special memaryBrenda & John. | am especially thank-

ful for how they supported me throughout September 1989/1990 when my

husband was missing person. (In Sept 1990 he was found dead)

That Christmas Eve 1989, a complete stranger knocked on the door with

an enormous hamper and box of prf|e
t

Christmasd. t héwasjusirstapdihg thereeshogkedlared f
speechless! | didn't know it then but through the love & care of Brenda &

John and their family, the children and | had the most wonderful Christmas

despite our difficult circumstances.

Some years later | saw Brenda & John at a church event with their wider

family. | suddenly recognised my mystery caller. She was none other than

their daughter Victoria who lived away from Wokingham and was not
known to me.

Such a wonderful example of their quiet generosity and faith in action!

MH

Others who have lost loved ones
We keep in our prayers others who have lost loved ones this year;

The Bausor Family
Ruth and Ed Smith

C
<

And Jo Cullinane on the recent Il o

Our love and sympathies to all.
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acuAl yhei merepdrss adbéardncreage in motor skills and coglni-

tive awareness from playing table tennis.?

Have you had knee surgery, back problems, tired of twisting your anklgs?
Try table tennis. ltds a great wa)
without overtaxing your jointsYour ar ms, <cor e and s

as you swipe for apdcedr gaaimetwlog @b

|l egs and ankl es as yaodlosaup 0272 batotiew e ¢
Conme¢gnd jombafridaysight | f you | ose itg ¢
Every Friday in t heBacthsuracrhe fprroonv|i7d.
bring your own custom made bat . |[[Cl
accompanied by an adul't

thhttps:// www.-mafimargg.zu /el etxeadnviist y/ t abl [e
Heal th Fitness Revolution. htlét e bl dvivevf ihte

pipongiaemine s/
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Sing Something Simple

Do you remember bouffant hair
|l ove Sing Something Simple]|(A
Memory Lane).

' We al | know that flashback]|fe

the radio and takes you bagk

place. That is personalily mea
tapping music from decades ago has| t|
aga-iwel |l young at heart at | east!
Using i Tunes playlists and an i Podf s

iexactly as people remember &remnghert
t oféfberet wé dewetdhde osound t dreud ks tcuodeq ro f
We just have fun! Lyric sheets are| p
anywher el9i5s06dhhae 1960s yolu meeodatbh ¢ mwc
The nationwi de epi dieemi sce eifnd otneed a ynje st
how much community matters! So the| g
address the problem of | oneliness Jan
ty. -&Slimmmggs used to be at the very hee
Sing Something Simple has been set]| u
create community here on Woosehill]
transport us back to a time when wje

I f you know andya@édteh ewhnteaensenr and wWho
enjoy our group, please s hMer enetehti smoin
-on a Thursday f-dayn i1l aWoa e mi Idl Cagmm
Chestnut Avenue, Woosehill, RG41 3|RS
from Hawthorns School. The church |i s
pr-chool)

The next meetings are:
19t h April, 17t h May, 14t h June, 112 t

There is no charge for Sing Something]| Si

Eileen Fletcher
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WOW-Women of Woosehi
This I s a social group of the |
mont hly for friendship with a v}
the group. For more details con
gillian_payne@msn. com
t NEINIF YYS F2NJ HAmMy
April: Games night

suefal quero@yahoo. co.
al &YK2 XZONHiI YA &aSR 0@
efl etcher2018@gmail . com L |
Wdzy SY 2Ff1 FYyR Lz 2NAIYA
amytruluck@virginmedia. com

wdzf &Y If TNBaO2
l yn@ ynbr own. me

l dz3dzady 21f1 FYR LAOYAO

AT EALFYYLI 8y SXYay 02y

{ SLIWGASYo SNY {1AgftSa S@Sy. — _..J

AYAUKE @Y YymMyX3aYlEFAf ®dO2Y

October: Book Club organiseu‘ Dy

val erie. weedon@btinterne-
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Messy Church

This takes place on the 4tehpnmunday]| o
Al are welcome to join in for craft,
Not just for children!
: E
Sunday Club
For children over 3 years takes pl ac:¢
when the children go out for most p f

Toys and a p
0

he back of
Sunday for I

ay area at t
r younger children.

When there is no Sunday Cl ub, actii it
Sundsaayt heme are set out for older clhi

And finally:

Tadpol es

ur Wednesday moOagfnfiemeg agnmdupl ay for |t h
heir O6ccoanrteirnsues to thrive. With a |Ifim
er week it s a place where friendsltl
it hi I hrist

i c
hin a gentle C stian context.
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Changing Rooms

| will leave this place of peace,
down load long time house and heart
and start anew elsewhere, taking
memories of children running
through the home, playing games with
friends, round for fun and tea;
this place where worldvide friends
enriched my life, changed my ways,
my English mind not yet half
as rich as theirs, | amazed
at their adaptability.

| shall dream each bride beneath
my old apple trees and give full thanks
that now I dm free to c
another home that frequently bends
to fears of what will be when
we are old and sadly all alone,
partner flown, from this our earthly home.

Kathy Bausor

This beautiful poem by Kathy appeared in the service progra
at her funeral on January 25th 2018

nm
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Pastoral Care Day
This parish wide event was held in the music studio at Luckley
House School on Saturday February 3rd. It was ably facilitated by
Judi Hattaway with worship support from Patrick.
People from all three churches in the parish attended and the day
was both thought provoking and enjoyable. Much of the time was
spent in small groups, either with our own church or one of the
other two and both were really valuable.
These are the sorts of questions we considered:

Overview of Pastoral Care

What do you associate with the wor
sion of what you are trying to do? Build a wall or a cathedral? What

skills do you need? Reflect on what is happening now. Share what is
happening now. Who is pastoral care for? Who is presently catered

for and who is forgotten? What do we do well? What needs to im-

prove? What is our Biblical model for pastoral care? What does great
pastoral care look like?

Answers and thoughts

Support is for everyone who needs it. Everyone in church should be
known and cared for.

We ned to be a listening church with ministerial and lay / all the
church family involved

People should be aware that pastoral care exists. Home/ house
groups support this care; we need formal and informal structures.

Are we building a wall or cathedral? Answer d atrellis o allowing
growth and light. Whatever we build it will have to be done slowly to
build trust in small steps.

A wall is a barrier. A cathedral is too big/too ambitious.

We need listening, care, empathy, prayer, love, non -judgmental,
awareness, confidentiality, support, understanding, attention.

Who cares for the carers? We need referral mechanisms. We need to
be sensitive to the religious aspect & some people want religious/
spiritual i nput, and some dondt.

All'in all a very useful and rewarding day of fellowship and growth.
The catering was very good too!
Val

|
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Marchi April 2018

A letter of thanks to the church family here on
Woosehill

Dear all,
| just wanted to say thank you for all the support ang

many friendships | have made through the past ten years at church.
Adrian and | moved to Droitwich at the end of February to a house on &

new housing estate near Worcester. We shall be near our daughter  $

mantha who lives in Shifnal near Birmingham.

In the past | have been involved with the Tadpoles and Singing groups
as being a sidesperson for a while. | have also bee a member of the loc
We are looking forward to getting to know a new area and hoping to joir
up with new activities.

With best wishes,
Pam Kearton
We wish you and Adrian every happiness in your new home Pam.

COFFEE & CHAT

ST PAULS PARISH ROOMS
READING ROAD, WOKINGHAM

EVERY "*::,'*"‘

FRIDAY

2-4pm (3
At alooseend? ‘ ‘

Feeling lonely ?
Had a bad week ?

Drop in for a drink and a friendly chat

For further information contact:
Becca at the Parish Office on 0118 979 2122
or Susannaon 0118 377 4133
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Quiz Night

May 12' 6:45pm for a prompt 7:00pm start
at
St Paul ds Pari sh Rooms,
Teams of up to 8 people, come on your own or as a team
Fish and Chip Supper £10/ person
Sausage orVeggie available.
Payment and food orders to a Steward by
Sunday 29April.
Bring your own drinks & nibbles.
Heads & Tails Challenge

lynnepaine@yahoo.co.uk




