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We are on Chestnut Ave, just around the corner
from The Hawthorns School.
All are welcome.
Find us on our website
woosehillchurch.churchuna.com
and Woosehill Church Facebook page
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Dear Church Family and all
other readers,

IN THIS ISSUE

Well here we are with our ‘end of
term’ issue, though of course
church doesn’t ‘break up’ for the
summer.
Tadpoles celebrated its last session
of the summer with presentations
to our leavers and a Bring and
Share picnic of food from around
the world, reflecting the diversity
of our weekly group for the under
fives and their families. We start
again in September.
In a sense this is a ‘watch and wait’
issue as we prepare for our 25th
anniversary celebrations. These
begin at the end of September with
our Harvest service with Bishop
Andrew, continue with Elaine as
our guest preacher in October and
end the year in December with a
service to which friends and
preachers old and new will be
warmly invited to share in the celebration of our much loved church.
Much more in the next issue - still
waiting for your stories and
pictures of the last 25 years!
Wishing you all a happy summer.

Editor and contents

With every blessing,
Val

Women of Woosehill

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:
Is early: FRIDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
Articles as usual preferably by
e-mail to:
valerie.weedon@btinternet.com

Clergy letter
Rev’d Julie Mintern
Bible Study and house group
evaluation
Rev’d Patrick Mukholi
Sirens
Rev’d Richard Lamey
Our new church charity
Val Weedon
St Mary’s Convent Wantage
Rev’d Julie Mintern
Coffee and Chat
Susanna Allen
Sing Something Simple
Wool with a Mission
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Clergy Letter
Dear Friends,
As someone who has lived a life, up till two years
ago, that was dominated by the school year, I
cannot help but associate July with end of term
activities and getting ready for the Summer
holiday! And with that come the associated
thoughts of journeying all aided by the, hopefully,
Summer weather. It’s a time in church when we are into a predominantly
green season in terms of vestments. Green, the colour of life and living
things – it signifies a time of re-creation, longer Summer days and times for
reflection as we journey through the year. Green – the colour of God’s
creation, growth, rebirth and new life. It’s a time for getting out and about,
even journeying - if not literally then why not journey and reflect in mind and
spirit? Maybe use this season to reflect upon where God is inviting you to
next? How could I live my life in Christ more positively? We are all pilgrims
journeying through life, we travel in our lives, we travel forward through
time. We travel as pilgrims with no abiding city, we seek the one that is to
come. Through the grace of God, we are promised abundant life and are
called to go out and share that life with those around us. How is my journey
as a Christian disciple? Take time to reflect upon your personal prayer life,
talking and listening to God each day. Take time to read the Bible, to reflect
on your Christian service and use of the time God has given each of us.
Take time for family and friends, for coming to worship, to receive the
sacrament - profoundly making you one with Christ. If, on your journey of
reflection you feel in need of a listening ear or support do not hesitate to ask
either a priest or a friend. Tuesday afternoon and evening groups during July
got their teeth stuck into asking God the tough questions, using the writing
of the old testament prophet Habakkuk to explore the big questions of life,
death, meaning and truth in scripture that both the Apostle Paul and Martin
Luther used to understand more of God and his creation.
So, whoever you are, whatever you’ve done, whatever your mood, however
you’re feeling, quiet reflection or a getting out and about person, all are
welcome to join us as the journey of learning more of God’s walk with us
continues.
Julie
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Tuesday and House group Bible Study Evaluation Report and Way Forward

In the evaluation, we had 17 responses which have been summarised and
collated (Do ask Patrick for a copy if you need sight of one).
Conclusions from the Evaluation.
1. Fellowship & Discussion.
It is clear from the evaluation which includes responses for both the Tuesday Bible Study and the Home groups that Fellowship and discussion is
essential. It comes out as the reason most people want to be part of a Bible study at church and/or in a home group. So we will continue to
encourage each other to find time to attend some of the proposed courses as part of a Home Group or the Tuesday Bible Study. Fellowship and
getting to know God and each other at a deeper level is great for our
mind, body, soul and spirit.
2. Practical Knowledge.
The next one is the knowledge of Scripture and what that looks like in our
own lives today. ‘The important thing to me is that the subject is presented in a way that is relevant to people’s lives today’, one comment goes.
There is a feeling for the need to understand not only the Old but also the
New Testament that we are more familiar with and their application to life
today. We have several similar statements to that effect. In some ways,
this appears to call into question the effectiveness of what we learn in the
church, in our home groups and in the Bible Studies, in that it is not anchored into our everyday life and work. Is it transforming my life or just
ticking the Bible Study, or home group or church attendance box? Perhaps
like jogging companions preparing for a marathon, we could find someone
with whom we would hold each other accountable to practice what we
are learning.
3. Study & Fellowship Menu.
We had some suggestion of to have some understanding of some of the
more ‘obscure’ books of the Bible. So henceforth we will be offering
recipes of different books, characters and topical study.
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Already the Tuesday Bible Study groups have experienced ‘Living Outside of
the Box’-A study of Acts and are at the moment wrestling with the Apostle
Paul. Thereafter we embark on an Old Testament journey asking the quintessential15 life’s frustrating questions voiced by Prophet Habakkuk in the book
named after him. Quench and The Good Book Company have some excellent well priced study guides. I think their websites are worth a visit as I think
that these study guides hold the element not giving answers but helping participants work it out themselves. One respondent says, ‘Working it out for
ourselves rather than following an over prescriptive booklet or video’ is the
way they’d like the sessions. Something for those of us who lead to remember.
4. Biting What I Can Chew (There is grace for what I can’t).
Some find it difficult to commit to an ‘endless’ weekly Bible study and would
rather select one course to participate in it and then cool off and wait for
another one they might like. Indeed for some it is and will be, attending a
Course for Lent, then wait for another at Pentecost and then another at
Advent. We shall be discussing whether a one off one day courses would also interest some. These should probably be for outreach. Let there be
holiday breaks. We shall take holiday breaks.
5. Creativity All Round
I will be having a chat with the House Group leadership, just to see how we
spice up our activities. In my experience I have seen groups that take time
out for a meal together, a visit to the cinema and then discussing the movie
as well as watching a DVD and discussing that, among other activities. Some
in the Parish are already doing creative stuff. Sameness may have some comfort of familiarity but often leads to monotony which then makes it easier for
people to drift away from this nourishment. As one in the evaluation said, ‘I
like variety, so ringing the changes is good for me’. If I can manage to wangle
it, I am thinking of a private cinema viewing for us all and a discussion thereafter. Stay tuned.
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6. What about this?
A question that will take time to respond to is ‘proper contextual meaning
of the liturgical year the readings and collects for the day and how it all
came about.’ What this does show however is the need also to take time to
talk about our weekly, monthly and annual rituals, feasts and festivals and
how we came up with the church calendar and Lectionary. I am looking for
a study to help us do that failing which we shall create our own.

Revd. Patrick Mukholi - Parish Education
15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)

—————————————————————————————————

Bible Study sessions to come after the summer break

Deepening our Faith
(leading to confirmation)
The Pilgrim Way: Sept 4th, Sept 11th, Sept 18th
This is our Faith: Sept 25th, Oct 2nd

Keeping My Faith Healthy: Oct 9th, Oct 16th
Confirmation at St Paul’s on October 21st 2018
With Bishop Andrew
Do talk to a member of the clergy if you are interested in being confirmed
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Sirens
When Richard wrote this a few months ago I didn’t have room
for it, but it is still relevant, so if you didn’t catch it in the Spire,
here it is, slightly edited:
I lived until recently 50 metres from one of the 13 Broadmoor sirens.
Most of the time 10am on a Monday came and went because I was out on
a visit or in a meeting- but five or six times a year I found myself on my
drive or in my garden at the moment the siren started and I felt as if it was
all I could do to stand up and brace myself against the noise.
Recently the siren was taken down. After over 65 years the morning in
Wokingham will no longer be riven by a noise which seemed to belong
more to the Blitz than today.
As well as wanting to mark the end of an era, two things struck me as
worth attention. One is that, much as we enjoyed wincing at the siren, it
was something which marked out this part of the country, an aural landmark and badge of belonging. Which raises the question: what is there in
your life which you perhaps take for granted, or perhaps grumble about,
perhaps wish would stop or leave, which you would actually really badly
miss if it just vanished?
It might be a person, it might be a local irritation, it might be something
about your health or opportunities, but what do you not value which
would actually massively impoverish you if it just disappeared?
And secondly, what is there about life in Wokingham which could be better but which you could better treasure, support, appreciate?
And then, once you’ve had time to stop and notice, put your heart into
the things which have come to the surface.

Richard
Rev’d Richard Lamey
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An introduction to our new church charity
At a church council earlier this year, it was
decided (by vote) that Embrace would be our
chosen charity to contribute to over the next two
years. Since it was me that put it forward, being a
charity that Colin and I have supported for several
years, I have taken it upon myself to tell you a little more about it.
Embrace the Middle East is a Christian charity with over 160 years'
experience helping people of all faiths and none to free themselves
from a life of poverty and injustice. Together with local Christian
communities they are bringing lasting change to the Middle East
through healthcare, education and community development projects.
From their website:

Our vision:
Lives and communities in the Middle East transformed by the
compassion of Christ.

Our mission:
To partner with Middle East Christians as they bring healing and
hope to all who face poverty and injustice.

Faith in Action
Faith in Action is our strategy that outlines how we will build stronger
relationships with our Christian partners, expand into new countries,
help more disadvantaged people, challenge poverty and injustice
and inspire churches, volunteers and supporters to join us to:
•

Transform the lives of vulnerable and marginalised people
across the Middle East, enabling them to live life in all its
fullness

•

Strengthen and encourage Middle East Christians as they
bring about positive change in their communities

•

Challenge injustice, poverty and exclusion in the Middle East
through targeted advocacy and campaigning.
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Community development—real life stories
‘Many times, we cannot meet all the needs of the people, but we can show
compassion and we can love them. We seek to be like Jesus Christ – this is
one of our core values.’ Amira Makram, Deputy Director, Refuge Egypt
Community development projects are practical and have a significant
impact on a community. We support a wide variety of projects that help
develop community: schools in refugee camps, housing and
infrastructure projects, reconciliation programmes, micro-finance
schemes, food security programmes and literacy projects.
Relieving the burden in Lebanon
Nada, 23, and her mother, Georgette live in a two-room house in the
Jdeideh Metn suburb of Beirut. After Georgette's husband, Panos,
passed away 5 years ago, she was the only one left to take care of Nada. As Nada has mental health problems, she spends a lot of time at
home, so the quality of her environment is very important.
When our partners visited Georgette and Nada in their humble home,
they were greeted with warmth and welcomed with joy. The visiting
team replaced the toilet seat, changed the leaky kitchen and bathroom
taps, installed an electric water heater, put in mosquito nets on three
windows and installed kitchen cabinets. These small changes have
made a big difference.
Georgette said: 'You have lifted a big burden from my shoulders and I
am grateful for your kind support.'

More stories to come in future issues; we also hope to have a speaker
from the charity at one of our Sunday services
Val
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St Mary’s Convent Wantage – an invitation . .
St Mary’s is a place very dear to my heart – one to which I
returned often when we lived in Oxfordshire. It was
founded in 1848 by the 29 year old vicar of Wantage,
William John Butler, it is one of the earliest traditional
Church of England Religious Communities and is
dedicated to Mary the Mother of Jesus, the pondering one.
It is a haven in the midst of ‘busyness’ with delightful
grounds and orchards.
Like Mary the sisters and all those who join them
desire to draw closer to God:
• through their daily five-fold Office and in the
Eucharist
• through waiting on God in personal prayer
• in listening to God in their relationships with one
another
• by looking outwards to God’s presence in their guests and neighbours and
in the joys and sufferings of contemporary society.
In many ways this sounds familiar – offices, prayer, seeing God in the eyes
of others and hospitality. It is a spiritual place bathed in prayer, prayers
emanating outwards to the world.
The Sisters invite you to visit or go and stay on their Guest Wing for quiet
and reflection, to share, as you wish, in their worship in Chapel. They offer
spiritual guidance and host groups for quiet days and retreats.
They also hold taster days when they invite others to draw near to their community and learn something of its soul and of God. As a priest and associate
of the Convent I visit to preside at Mass during the week. They asked me to
let you know about their next taster day.
‘Our last Taster Day went well with women wanting to spend some time
with Sisters of the Community.’
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There’s another Taster Day in the Autumn for anyone
who may want to explore their faith in deeper ways:
“We want to encourage any committed Christian
woman, who might be drawn to looking at her faith in a
new way to come & be with us”, says Sister Stella. “I
hope that this Taster Day will attract you & others who
may feel a calling to spend more time with God in their
everyday lives. We want to hear from you. Do come &
talk to us”. The day starts at 11.00 am with coffee &
some sharing till lunch time. The afternoon will be open for looking round the
Convent with a final cup of tea. If you are interested please speak to Julie.
If you would simply like to explore on a morning out to the Convent I’ll have
three spaces in my car when I next visit the Convent on September 6th . It is
an early start for a 10 am Eucharist but you would be very welcome! Please
let me know if you’d like to explore with me!

Julie
Rev’d Julie Mintern

———————————————————————————————
New Opportunities

“When one door closes, another opens, but we often look so long and so
regretfully upon the closed door that we do not see
the one that has opened for us.”
Alexander Graham Bell
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THE ORIGINS OF COFFEE &
CHAT
When out for a cuppa I usually end up
sitting with someone on their own,
usually elderly and have a lovely chat.
Whilst talking to Richard one morning,
I mentioned that I thought there should
be somewhere during the week for
congregation and non-congregational
folk to meet up as there are so many
people living on their own. He immediately said "set something up". I didn't
do anything straight away but kept
getting a nudge (presumably from God)
and Richard didn't let go either with
comments such as, "these are the days
when the Parish Room Hall is available” etc., etc! So that was the start of
Coffee & Chat though we are mainly
tea drinkers!!
I am really blessed as Liz Gallagher said she would help, and if able would
oversee the afternoons when I was not there. Mary presented me with a
banner and Becca made up some eye-catching posters and handouts and is
very supportive. My husband Peter (Woosehill Church) sets up the tables
and chairs and overseas the jig-saw and invites members for a game of a
Rumikub. Ruth Steele, a friend and not associated with Church, bakes
delicious cakes and talks and listens; and Irene, also nonChurch, helps setting
up and closing down. Last but by no means least, Ann & Tony Eggleston
help with setting up and overseeing the jig-saw especially when Peter and I
are away. I love my sessions and have made so many new friends.

Susanna Allen

NB: Temporary Venue Change
COFFEE & CHAT 2.30 - 4pm 20 July, 27 July, 3 August
Woosehill Community Centre Emmview Close, RG41 3DA (behind
Morrisons, Woosehill)
There is a small car park behind the hall and two disabled parking spaces
near the door.
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Sing Something Simple
(A musical meander down Memory Lane)

with Roy Orbison, The Beatles, Peter, Paul and Mary, Sam Cooke, The Bee
Gees, Neil Diamond, The Hollies, Johnny Cash and many more .
The nationwide epidemic of loneliness we’re seeing today, highlights just
how much community matters! So the government is encouraging local
organisations, charities and churches to address the problem of loneliness in
their areas and to work together to build community.
Sing-alongs used to be at the very heart of traditional communities. So Sing
Something Simple has been set up to bring people together and help create
community here on Woosehill (but you don’t have to live on Woosehill to be
part of our group).
Personally meaningful: Using iTunes playlists and an iPod speaker produces the authentic sound – exactly as people remember from their youth. We all
know that flashback feeling when a song comes on the radio and takes you
back to another time, person or place. That is personally meaningful music –
and research shows it has a powerful effect upon the brain – it reaches areas
that are involved in emotion and memory, language and decision making,
movement and reactions.
Young at heart: This toe-tapping music from decades ago has the power to
make us feel young again - well young at heart at least! Most of us can’t sing
for toffee’ - but we don’t need to - the sound tracks covers a ‘multitude of
sins’! We just have fun!
Lyric sheets are provided (though, if you were around anywhere in the
1950’s and 1960s you probably won’t need them). Refreshments will be
served.
We meet on the 1st Thursday of the month, outside of school holidays, at
Woosehill Church from 10.00am to 12.00pm

The next meetings will be on:6th September
4th October
1st November
6th December

https://singwoosehill.wordpress.com/
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Wool With A Mission
The epidemic of loneliness we’re seeing today, highlights just how much
community matters! And it's not just the elderly. Fifty years ago there would
have been lots of young mums and their children living in close-knit communities. These days, young mums at home can feel isolated when neighbours
are at work all day.
So the government is encouraging local organisations, charities and churches
to address the problem of loneliness in their areas and to work together to
build community.
A growing interest: Recently there has been a growing interest in knitting
and crochet by younger women, who are using the internet to learn. These
skills used to be at the very heart of traditional communities. Could they be
used again as one 'tool' to help create community?
So Wool With A Mission has been set up on Woosehill to bring together people who would like to learn these skills - and people who are accomplished at
them. That’s our mission!
Share skills: A knit and natter group, we want to inspire and encourage each
other in a friendly environment. We can share ideas and patterns - and simply
enjoy being with others who love to knit and crochet.
People can bring their own knitting/crochet and anyone who wants to know
how to knit or crochet can learn from others in the group who will be delighted to share their skills. It would be great to build a crafting community here
on Woosehill (but you don’t have to live on Woosehill to be part of our
group).
If you know anyone you think might enjoy our group, please share this
information.
Dates, times, location
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month, outside of school holidays,
from 10.00am to 12.00pm at Woosehill Church in Chestnut Avenue.
The next meetings are:-

20th September,
18th October
15th November 2018
20th December 2018

Refreshments will be served and you are welcome to bring
your children
tel: 07511 230036 email: woolwam@gmail.com

woolwithamission.wordpress.com
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In Loving Memory
Sitting next to Chris Piper in church recently she told me about a visit she had
made whilst on holiday in Pembrokeshire. One of the summer’s most popular
events at St. Mary’s Church, Tenby, took place from June 28th through the
weekend until Sunday July 1st. The first event involving memorial posies was
held back in 1998 as part of the St. Mary’s Flower Festival. Entitled
‘In Loving Memory’, this is their annual Festival of Posies, commemorating
loved ones. The colour of the posies this year was yellow and white, a colour
combination which had been found to work best, and Chris said the church
looked stunning. Below each posy was a card headed ‘In loving memory’
with the name of the person to be remembered written below. We thought
that perhaps a small donation from friends or family members funded each
posy.
This year almost 300 posies, window displays and stands adorned the
beautiful church building, each one dedicated to the memory of a loved one.
The flowers are arranged by a team of enthusiastic volunteers. No two posies
are the same. Window displays and stands are also produced by the church’s
‘flower ladies.’
Throughout the festival refreshments are available.
Talking about the power of this event together, Chris and I wondered whether
a (much!) more modest version might work at Woosehill. Worth considering
for next year??

Chris Piper
(as told to Val Weedon)
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FIRST STEPS
FIRST STEPS for pre-school children and their parents, grandparents
or carers to introduce the children to church in a relaxed, fun and
friendly way.

2nd Thursday of Each Month (Term Time)
9.15am - 10.15am
13th September; 11th October;
8th November; 13th December
Children’s Chapel
St Paul’s Church, Wokingham
Please come along with your pre-school children for songs, stories,
craft activities and refreshments.

For more information call Richard 0118 327 9116
or Liz Gallagher 0118 989 1176.
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WOW - Women of Woosehill
This is a social group of the ladies at church who meet approximately
monthly for friendship with a variety of activities organised by members of
the group.
For more details contact Gillian Payne: gillan_payne@msn.com
or the organiser of the activity.
Programme for 2018

August: Walk and picnic organised by Gillian Payne
gillian_payne@msn.com

September: Skittles evening organised by Lynn Smith
smithlynn18@gmail.com

October: Book Club organised by Val Weedon
valerie.weedon@btinternet.com

November: Christmas Crafts organised by Lynne Paine
lynnepaine@yahoo.co.uk

December: to be confirmed
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Beating the Bounds
‘Beating the bounds is an ancient custom still observed in some
English and Welsh parishes. Under the name of the Gangdays the
custom of going a-ganging was kept before the Norman Conquest. A
group of old and young members of the community would walk the
boundaries of the parish, usually led by the parish priest and church officials,
to share the knowledge of where they lay, and to pray for protection and
blessings for the lands.’ (Source Wikipedia)

Our parish first celebrated this ancient ceremony five years ago and a repeat is
planned for the early Autumn. As the full walk is around ten miles in length it
will, as before, be split into two walks of similar length and will
finish with a joint picnic of all walkers.
Watch out in the weekly notice sheet or talk to Val for further details.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SUMMER ART EXHIBITION - HELP WANTED
The Wokingham Art Society Summer Exhibition will be held in St Paul’s
Parish Rooms from:
Saturday July 21st until August 4th from 10am - 5pm.
Members of St Paul’s, St Nicholas and Woosehill Churches and their
friends have, in the past, served coffee, tea and cakes in aid of Church funds.
We would like to continue the tradition and hope that many of you are able to
help this year. It is a pleasant way to spend a couple of hours and if you come
with a friend you will have time to view the paintings and other exhibits. You
will receive a letter telling you what you do, it is not arduous. If you are unable to serve but have time to bake a cake or scones, it is always appreciated.
The rota for helping is in the back of St Paul’s Church or at St Nicholas’ or
ring me. Whether or not you are able to help, do enjoy the exhibition.
Entry is free and it is a pleasant outing.
Jenny Ellerbeck (0118 9783470)
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REGULAR MEETINGS
Sunday
Church services - see Services Diary and weekly newsletter
Mondays and Wednesdays at 8pm: House Groups
For more information talk to Geoff Peck: 9786711
geoffpeck@hotmail.com
Tuesday
Bible study group: Exploring Faith from 8-9.30pm in the church.
Wednesday
Tadpoles group: Coffee and play for pre-school children and their carers
9.00-11.00am in term time.
Contact: Val Weedon: 9791156/ 07919062770
or valerie.weedon@btinternet.com
Thursday
Together in prayer: monthly on third Thursday from 8-9pm
Contact Lyn Brown: 9782816
Saturday
Church work party: first Saturday in month 10.30am
Contact John Hoskins: 9792597

Church contacts

Rev’d Patrick Mukholi - 23 Sheridan Way, Wokingham, RG41 3AP
0118 9773397
patrick.mukholi@spauls.org.uk
Rev’d Richard Lamey, The Rectory, Holt Lane 0118 3279116
richard.lamey@spauls.org.uk
St Paul’s Parish Office, Reading Road, Wokingham RG41 1EH
0118 979 2122 ( Parish administrator Louise Cole)
office@stpauls-wokingham.org.uk
Rev’d Catherine Bowstead
5 Chetwode Close, Wokingham RG40 2LL 0118 9781756
minister@wokinghammethodist.org.uk
For room hire bookings contact Tony Sayer on 0118 9786560
or email tony.sayer@ntlworld.com
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Pattern of Services at Woosehill
Keep an eye out in the newsletter for more up to date information too. You
can receive this weekly by email:
contact Alison Lewis at woosehill.church@googlemail.com
1st Sunday:
8.45am Holy Communion
10am Morning Worship

2nd Sunday:
10am Holy Communion with
Sunday Club for our young people

3rd Sunday

8.45am Holy Communion
10am Morning Worship

4th Sunday
10am Holy Communion
4pm Messy Church
6.15pm Evening Reflective Worship

(5th Sunday)
10am Café Church
5.30pm Service at Suffolk Lodge Care Home

