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Find us on our website 

woosehillchurch.org 
and on our Facebook page 

Or follow our livestreamed services on 
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Dear Church Family and all  
other readers, 
 

As we enter a new year, it is so good 

to see more people at church with 

the singing so much better and a real 

buzz around at coffee time after the 

service. Of course Covid and winter 

bugs haven’t gone away and it was sad 

to hear of the number of our church 

family who were ill over the  

Christmas period, in some cases 

spending Christmas Day alone. We 

wish them a speedy recovery. 

 

With increased numbers in church 

the filling of those vacancies on the 

rota becomes more urgent. Many jobs 

are not onerous and there is always 

friendly help from those who have 

done the jobs before.  

**PLEASE READ THE  

IMPORTANT AND URGENT 

PLEA ON PAGE 5 ** 

 

This is a rather shorter issue of the 

magazine as news is always rather 

light in January, but still plenty to read. 

In closing I send warm wishes for 

your good health in 2023 and pray 

that you will continue to enjoy and 

take an active part in the warm  

fellowship here at Woosehill Church. 

 
With every blessing, 

Val 

Next deadline: Sunday 12 March 

Articles and notices as usual         

preferably by e-mail to: 

valerie.weedon@btinternet.com 
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 My Sabbatical Project 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

 Some of you may be aware that I will be away on sabbatical 
from mid-February to mid-May. In the Methodist Church, as well as in the  
Anglican and other traditions, clergy are allowed time off from their routine 
work, every seven years. Lasting up to three months, this free time is used for  
learning, exploring, doing or engaging in matters of interest for which they 
wouldn’t have normally found the time. Nava and I will be travelling to India 
for the sabbatical project and spending some time with our families in Sri 
Lanka. 
  
During my sabbatical I want to explore the impact of the work of Barthol-
omäus Ziegenbalg (1682-1719), a Lutheran missionary from Germany in In-
dia.  
Although his main purpose was evangelism, he is regarded as the one who  
revived printing press in India. The Bible in Tamil, the first ever book in any 
of the Indian native language, was printed by Ziegenbalg. The press required  
uniform type faces and through this process, Ziegenbalg reformed Tamil  
alphabets.  
  
Within his 13-year ministry, his contribution enriched the life of the people 
and paved the way for further protestant missionary work. He is regarded as a  
pioneer in establishing schools, especially for girls–the first of its kind in India, 
learning the local language and translating Tamil literature into German and 
vice versa. The printing of religious and educational materials contributed to 
the increase of literacy and the scope for evangelism.  
  
My focus will be on assessing how much the contemporary society in  
Tarangambadi, a former Danish colony in the southern Indian state of Tamil 
Nādu and the mission seat of Ziegenbalg, know, remember and cherish his 
work. I am planning to make a short documentary with interviews and        
commentaries. 
Rev Catherine Bowstead will cover my absence; the support Rev’d Richard 
Lamey is also there. I will be back in circulation after Sunday the 14th of May. 
My sabbatical project, in the form of a documentary, will be presented at 
Woosehill church on Monday, June 26th at 7.00pm. 
  

Warm greetings and best wishes, 
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Elaine’s Patch 

It’s not called Messy for nothing…. 

 

Working with children is wonderful, don’t get me wrong, but when 

you have just got over the virus that mowed everybody down at 

Christmas, and you still feel as if someone has plugged you into an 

electric car charging station and reversed the flow, it is hard to look 

forward to it with much enthusiasm! I am not, in general, one to turn aside from a 

challenge, but my prayer time most days last week ended up as rather pathetic 

whimpers that God was going to have to give me a lot of help to get me through 

our Messy Church session on Friday afternoon, otherwise I just wasn’t going to 

manage it…. 

Messy Church was restarted in our benefice after a long break for COVID, by me 

and the Curate, who demonstrated remarkable courage since she has neither any 

children herself or any experience working with children and young people! A few 

months later we were joined by the new Vicar’s lovely wife, who brings with her 

the confidence and expertise of being a trained Primary School teacher, and also 

the Vicar’s younger daughter, who is (as so many children of Rectory or Manse 

tend to be) a Character. We have worked out a program which suits us: craft 

(NOT my favourite!), science (my comfort zone), Bible story (best bit of all), picnic 

tea, games, prayer.                                                                                                          

Our theme for the January meeting was “A New Start”, with the story of Zacchae-

us being forgiven. Knowing we wouldn’t have much planning time in the New Year 

we had decided back at our December meeting that our science activity would be 

making soap (with water and bubble play for the younger children) and our craft 

would be junk modelling vehicles. The Curate and I decided to collect all the card-

board packaging we received over Christmas to provide resources for the junk 

modelling. On Monday, with Pete getting hysterical that he couldn’t find his motor-

bike because there were so many huge boxes piled up in our garage, the Curate 

suddenly announced that she had to go away on retreat this week and couldn’t 

come to Messy Church at all, so she brought another carful around to add to the 

pile. As I stood gloomily regarding the teetering towers, two questions raced 

around in my head: how on earth was I going to transport all this to the Communi-

ty Centre? And who knew that a single woman with theological interests could get 

through so many boxes.  

On Thursday I decided I should try out the soap-making kit for myself, so that I 

could give the children clear instructions. Two hours later I had produced an unat-

tractively twisted lump of blue goo, decided that a seven-year-old would probably   
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make a better job of it anyway, and packed it all up again. On Friday morning I man-

aged to pack the cardboard boxes in my car by stacking them inside each other like 

Russian dollies, then drove to my shift at the charity shop unable to see anything in 

the rear view mirror and with my left arm pinned to my side by the heaps of plastic 

tablecloths, soap kits, washing-up bowls and Sellotape piled on the only space left, 

the passenger seat. As you can probably tell, by the time I had finished my shift and 

headed to the hall, I was feeling so negative about everything that it was all I could do 

to get out of the car. 

This is where giving your service to God is different from any other activity, and why 

we find our faith strengthened every time we attempt something in his name. As I 

wearily heaved myself out of the car, smiling faces appeared around it, and busy 

hands grabbed the boxes and scurried inside with them. Tables were set up, food 

was prepared, biscuits were handed around, tea was brewed. The hall was full of 

bustle and cheerfulness….and then the children started arriving.  

First through the door was three-year-old Elsa; her name isn’t actually Elsa, but that’s 

how I think of her, because she is obsessed with the movie Frozen and always has a 

doll, accessory or clothing related to everybody’s favourite snow queen. At Christ-

mas, when we got the kids to dress in the Nativity costumes while we told the story, 

she knocked all the other little girls out of the way to get to the Mary costume be-

cause (guess what) it reminded her of her heroine, then sat beautifully dressed, com-

pletely ignoring Baby Jesus and softly humming “Let it go” to herself.  

 

Soon my little group of older children were stirring their soap mixture and adding 

colour and fragrance, ready to pour it into the moulds to set. Predictably, all of them 

turned out looking much more professional than my ghastly effort on Thursday….. 

As we settled down for refreshments, I was encouraged by the connections develop-

ing between the parents and carers. It is what you hope and pray to see in a Messy 

Church group, but it’s a delicate thing which can’t be forced, and it has taken time to 

establish. It warms my heart to see those petals unfurling now. 

 

All too soon the time arrived to say the Messy Church prayer and say goodbye, then 

we began to clear up, a process made much easier now the team is bigger. I scooped 

up the mangled remains of the cardboard boxes, squashing them back into my car 

ready to be taken to recycling, and started thinking longingly of the bottle of white 

wine waiting for me in the fridge. St Paul absolutely nailed it, I reflected to myself, 

when he told the Philippians  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me”.         

Elaine 



Woosehill Church Magazine PAGE 6  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Staff and Stewards have been politely asking for help for 

some time. Unfortunately, we are still struggling on with 

just 2 Stewards and now no Secretary. Not putting too 

fine a point on it, we are at breaking point.  

We love our Church, and we want to look after it and 

keep it a growing and vibrant place, but we are tired and 

we all have other issues calling on our time and emotions. 

We NEED a Secretary and we NEED a larger team to 

share the load.  

Please consider joining us - we are a friendly bunch and 

we do have fun. Maybe you have an idea of another way to 

help - we would love to hear from you.  

Make your New Year’s resolution be to join The Team.  

Please pray for us. 

 

 

 

HELP 
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We are a  Fairtrade church 

As such we are required to publicise Fairtrade  in 

Fairtrade Fortnight as well as use Fairtrade produce 

where possible: 

‘What does the Lord require of us: to act justly, love mercy, and walk 

humbly with our God’  Micah 6:8. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2023 is taking place 27 February – 12 March 2023. 
 
This Fairtrade Fortnight, join us in spreading a simple message: choose 
Fairtrade now and help save our favourite foods.  
 
Did you know cocoa, bananas and coffee could soon be much more  
difficult to find on our shelves?  
Climate change is making crops like these harder and harder to grow.  
Combined with deeply unfair trade, communities growing these crops are 
being pushed to the brink.  
But here’s the good news.   
More of us choosing Fairtrade means extra income, power, and support for 
those communities, as they work to build sustainable and prosperous fu-
tures.  
So not only is choosing Fairtrade best for people and planet, it could help 
save everyday treats like chocolate, bananas and a hot cuppa!  
 
Fairtrade has been shown to increase standards of living and reduce risk and 
vulnerability for farmers and workers. The Fairtrade Minimum Price  
provides a safety net for farmers which can mean they are less vulnerable to 
price volatility. In turn, this can mean a better cash flow, greater access to 
credit and the ability to save more easily.  
Food security is linked closely to economic growth, stable incomes and  
reduced risk and vulnerability. A better income means more money to buy 
food and the ability to invest in generating other food sources, such as grow-
ing new crops.  

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Get-Involved/In-your-community/Faith-Groups/Fairtrade-Churches
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Tithing Gifts 

Part 4 in the series exploring the charities who benefit this year from the   

allocation of our tithing gifts: 

Church Urban Fund 

Most of us knew little about this charity who receive a small donation from us   

annually. Here is what I have found out: 

Church Urban Fund is a national charity working with local leaders, 

churches and other faith groups all over England. Our local partners are 

committed to serving and strengthening the community where they live.  

 

‘Our vision is a future where every person in need has access to a community 

of support.’ 
 
They report: 

‘Covid-19 changed our social landscape in ways that were impossible to    

predict. Now is the time to listen, adapt quickly, and find new ways of engag-
ing – and CUF is doing just that.  
 
In late 2021, months of extensive listening and learning to inform Church  
Urban Fund’s new strategy drew to a conclusion, drawing on diverse voices up 
and down the country. This has challenged all kinds of assumptions, including 
who does the helping and who needs help.  
 
Our refreshed strategy is predicated on the belief that the Church of England’s 
parish network is one of the country’s greatest assets – thanks to its local reach, 
lived experience and persistent presence. Indeed, in many of the most margin-
alised communities where the shop, pub and church hall may have closed 
down, the church remains.  
 
And it is acknowledgement of this asset which has given us the confidence to 
imagine a future, a vision of communities of hope acting together to serve 
and strengthen society which frames Church Urban Fund’s new three-year 
plan.  

 Val 
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Job advertisement! 

 

Still Wanted: Secretary for Church Council Meetings 

Who are we? 

The Woosehill Church Council meets approximately 4 times per year to   discuss 

and agree Church matters. In addition, there is an Annual General Meeting held 

once per year. We urgently require a secretary to organise these meetings, take 

minutes and distribute them. 

Routine meetings, what will you be doing? 

Prior to the meeting 

• Remind everyone there is a meeting 

• Book a Zoom meeting if we’re not meeting in person 

• Remind those responsible for producing reports & the agenda to do so 

• Distribute the reports, agenda, and the previous minutes 

At the meeting: 

• Ensure the Chairperson signs the previous minutes of the previous meeting 

and then file them 

• Take notes, recording any decisions made and any actions to be undertaken 

After the meeting: 

Type up the notes into a set of minutes and distribute (once reviewed by 

the Chairperson) 

AGM, what will you be doing? 

The same as the routine meetings, except there will be more people to chase about 

their reports, and the various reports will need combining into a single AGM re-

port. Plus remind every Church member about the AGM and send them the AGM 

report, agenda, and previous minutes 

What are we looking for? 

A volunteer, it’s as simple as that, no special skills or experience required; just a 

willingness to give it a go. 

If you can help, or God is telling you that you can help, please have a chat with John 

or Steve. 

Make a Stewards day – volunteer! 
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Crib service 

What a joy to have the return of our popular Christmas Eve Crib service and 

thanks to John and Steve for organising and starring in it. Well done to Steve 

for stepping in at the last minute as Star of Bethlehem and Woosehill when 

the original star developed stage nerves! 

Steve comments: 

“The service seemed to be very well received, many people leaving  

commented how much they had enjoyed it & thanked us for putting it on. A 

few even said they would come to other services.  

There were 65 adults & 33 children, only about 15 

would be considered regulars- so I think it went very 

well.” 

 

 

 

 

News from Tadpoles 

 

 

We restarted on January 4th and made New Year  

Firework pictures at our craft table, then the following week we made Snow-

men and practised cutting with Christmas cards. 

 

We have two new families meaning we currently have 20 families on our  

register with a good number of lively toddlers. 

 

Our group continues to have a strong pastoral emphasis and our lovely  

kitchen team add to those available to give a listening ear and a hug when 

needed! 

 

Do look out for our activity news on the noticeboard by the kitchen. 

 
  Val on behalf of the Tadpoles team 
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A prayer for light in dark times 

 
Loving God, when times are hard  

and it feels like everything around us  

is falling into darkness and chaos, 

gently lift our faces back towards the light of Jesus Christ. 

 
Let your Holy Spirit shine 

into every part of us that needs healing. 

Guide our hearts that we may see your dazzling beauty and love overflowing 

into every forgotten corner of the world. 

 
Remind us that when we are in the shadows, you are with us, 

holding our hands and promising to never let us go. 

 
Assure us that even when we feel forgotten, 

unheard or overlooked, that we are never too hidden away 

for your light to find us and lead us home. 

 
Help us to know that whenever we feel overwhelmed,  

or struggle to emerge from the depths of grief and pain,  

you are the light of the world, who reaches us always. 

 
Loving God, may your presence among us be an eternal flame,  

a flame that dwells deep within us and warms our souls, 

that strengthens us with your love, and lights our path  
with the assurance of the everlasting hope and comfort  

we are given in our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen 

 
Rev’d Cara Smart 

 

This poem also appeared in the recent issue of Pathways magazine for the people of 

the Diocese of Oxford 
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Do what you can by Jim Manney 
 

 

You must not think that God requires what man cannot accomplish.        

There is no need to wear yourself out, but make a competent and sufficient 

effort, and leave the rest to Him. 

—Ignatius Loyola 

As pearls of Ignatian wisdom go, this is perhaps the most practical: “Do what 

you can.” “Make a competent and sufficient effort.” Have you done what you 

can in this situation? Have you overlooked something? Are you giving up too 

quickly? Or are you trying to do more than you can? Have you forgotten that 

the outcome of this venture is up to God, not you? 

These are tough questions, but Ignatius reminds us that we can answer them. 

We’re not to be swept up in events like a stick caught in a fast-flowing river. 

We’re not to make these decisions thoughtlessly. We’re to reflect on them, 

make them consciously and purposefully. We can decide to let God be God. 

We’re not in control of everything; we control a lot less than we think we do 

most of the time, but we can control this. We can decide to let God be God 

and to do what we can. 

Jim Manney is the author of A Simple, Life-Changing  

Prayer and other books about Ignatian spirituality. Above is an  

excerpt he shares from his newest book, What Matters Most and Why: 

Living the Spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 

 
. 

https://store.loyolapress.com/a-simple-life-changing-prayer?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=manney-excerpts1222
https://store.loyolapress.com/a-simple-life-changing-prayer?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=manney-excerpts1222
https://store.loyolapress.com/search?keywords=manney?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=manney-excerpts1222
https://www.jimmanneybooks.com/?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=manney-excerpts1222
https://www.jimmanneybooks.com/?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=manney-excerpts1222
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News from Quench Christian Bookshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may not thank us for this now, but you will later...!! We are looking to 

place our usual humungous order for the Real Easter Eggs before the end of 
the month, and to give us an idea of how many to get, we would appreciate 

you letting us have your pre-orders ASAP! Against all the odds, the prices 

have remained the same (YAY!) All Real Easter Eggs come with an Easter 

story in the box. The stories range from simple guides to 24-page activity 

book versions with a prize competition worth £200. They are Fairtrade, 

Palm oil free and plastic free. You know what to do... 
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Christmas at Yeldall Manor 

 

‘Love, belonging and tenderness’ 

 

“When I realised that I would be at Yeldall for Christmas 2021, I was filled 

with feelings of shame, embarrassment and scary loneliness. Christmas is 

meant to be ‘the perfect family time’, and this was a dreadful realisation of 

how low my addiction had taken me. 

 

After originally planning to go home, I saw how dangerous this could be for 

me with all the memories of previous Christmases, the feelings and the  

pressure for my family with me being in the early stages of recovery. 

 

On the day, I was a tad teary but, by 10 o’clock, the residents were all scoff-

ing sweets and watching Christmas telly like a normal family. The feeling of 
togetherness and support was amazing; plenty of gifts and an awesome feel-

ing of being loved. The food and layout was second to none and the games 

and laughter were without doubt the best fun I have ever had round a 

Christmas table. 

 

To top it all off, my parents said that me being at Yeldall was the best pre-

sent they have ever had. I’m forever grateful for the grace, mercy, love and 

hope shown, and the most perfect family Christmas” 

 

 Written by resident St John, Christmas 2021 
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        Did you know? 

Epiphany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
What was recorded in the gospels set a precedent subsequently, for Christian 
monarchs and rulers to follow the way of the three kings in paying their  
homage to Christ.  
Even to this day, in the British royal household, a not-so-well-known tradition 
has been kept unbroken for at least for the past 500 years. On the day of 
Epiphany, this annual ceremony sees the ruling monarch bringing the offerings 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Until the reign of King George III, the  
sovereign brought the offerings personally.  
 
Still listed on the annual Royal duties and taking place at the Chapel Royal at 
St James’ Palace, Epiphany service this year was celebrated at evensong on 
Friday 6th January. The offering of gold in the form of 25 new sovereigns in a 
cup, frankincense and myrrh provided by the Royal Apothecary, and obtained 
directly from the Holy Land, were brought on silver-gilt salvers by two  
gentlemen ushers, led by the sergeant of the vestry and escorted by three  
yeomen of the guard. 
 
It is heartening to know our own King too follows the magi of Matthew’s  
gospel in paying his homage to the king of all kings who took the form of a 
servant; was rich, yet for our sakes became poor; full of majesty but personify-
ing meekness. We know the Christmas story has not ended yet. It comes to a 
fulfilling and heart-warming end when infant Jesus is presented for dedication 
at the Temple in the hands of Simeon and witnessed by Anna. 
 

Taken from Soba’s weekly newsletter January 2023 

file:///C:/Users/valer/OneDrive/Documents/Dear December.docx
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Nee-nah, nee-nah! 
 

It is so good to have children in church again. We started the service on 15th 
January to the sound of ‘nee-nah, nee-nah’ from the back and a pause with 
smile of acknowledgement from Cara as she opened our service. 
Welcome back to Cara too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Thank you 
 
 
A big thank you to everyone who supported the Post-box when posting their 
cards for church members this year as well as donating when attending the 
Carol Service, the Crib Service and the Christmas Day service.  
 
When all was totalled up we were able to donate £250 to both  
Action for Children and the National Children's Home. (£100 
each more than last year) 
Post-box £163 
Carol £110 
Crib £165 
Christmas Day £60 
 
Lynne Paine - Treasurer 
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WOW - Women of Woosehill Church 

The WOW ladies group met up for another great social event, this time a 

wreath making workshop led by Gillian Payne, who we were delighted to  

welcome back for the evening. With varying levels of skill, we all nevertheless 
turned out a pretty good array of wreaths! The addition of mince pies made 

this a enjoyable and festive evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the New Year we will be meeting to plan our programme for 2023 - all 

ideas welcome! Talk to Lynn Smith if you would like to join us. 
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A prayer of preparation for Lent from Tearfund 

Loving God, 

I open the windows of my heart. 

I open the door of my soul. 

I welcome you here. 

Thank you that you are with me. 

Thank you that you are for me. 

Thank you that you love will never leave me. 

Speak new words of hope to me this Lent. 

Grant me fresh insight, encouragement and peace. 

Lead me further along the path of your light. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

(Tearfund have a Lent Devotional this year - ‘Open’) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TOGETHER IN PRAYER 
-- will continue to meet on Zoom during the Winter months and I will let you 
know the log in details in advance by email.  
 
We are a group of Church members committed to praying regularly for our 
Church, the Church family, our community and the many wide ranging issues 
that affect us, our Circuit and our Parish.  
Please join us, even if you feel unable to pray aloud. Your presence 
and quiet input would be truly valued. 
Contact Lyn Brown 07880 946366 or lyn@lynbrown.me 
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A  prayer for our church 

Lord, thank you for all you do in our lives. I am truly grateful for 

all you have provided me. From my friends to my family, you 

are always blessing me in ways I can't imagine or completely             

understand. But I feel blessed.  

Lord, today I lift up to you my church. It is the place I go to worship you. 

It is where I learn about you. It is where you are present to the group, 

and so I ask for your blessings over it.  

My church is more than a building to me, Lord. We are a group that lifts 

one another up, and I ask that you give us the heart to continue in that 

way. Lord, I ask you to bless us with the desire to do more for the world 

around us and for one another.  

 

I ask that those in need are identified by the church and are given a 

helping hand. I ask that we reach out to the community where you see 

fit to help.  

 

Most of all, though, I ask that you bless us with the resources to fulfil 

your mission for our church. I ask that you give us the ability to be great 

stewards over those resources and that you guide our hand in using 

them. 

Lord, my church is one of the most important things in my life, because it 

brings me closer to you. I ask for your blessings on it, and I lift it up to 

you.  Thank you, Lord, for allowing me to be a part of this congregation 

— and a part of you. 

 

In your holy name, Amen. 

 

(https://www.learnreligions.com/prayer-for-your-church) 

https://www.learnreligions.com/spiritual-gifts-helps-712403
https://www.learnreligions.com/christianity-practical-tools-4684892


Woosehill Church Magazine PAGE 20  

Woosehill meetings     

 We continue to livestream our 10am service on our Woosehill Church 

YouTube channel, the link also advertised weekly on our Facebook page, 

newsletter and website woosehillchurch.org                

Parish Bible study on Tuesday evenings  7.15 - 8.30pm via Zoom 
 

Together in Prayer on  the Third Thursday of the month from 8-9pm  via 

Zoom.   Contact Lyn Brown for details  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Our Current Pattern of Services at Woosehill Church 

 

1st Sunday  - Holy Communion 

 

2nd Sunday - Morning Worship 

 

3rd Sunday Holy Communion 

 

4th Sunday - Morning Worship 

 

5th Sunday - Morning Worship / Café Church 

 

 

 

Church Contacts 

Rev'd Soba Sinnathamby, 23 Sheridan Way RG41 3AP, 0118 9894374  
soba.sinnathamby@hotmail.co.uk  

Rev’d Richard Lamey, The Rectory, Holt Lane  0118 3279116  
richard.lamey@spauls.org.uk  
 
St Paul’s Parish Office, Reading Road, Wokingham RG41 1EH  
0118 979 2122 ( Parish administrator Louise Cole) 
church.office@spauls.org.uk  

 

Rev’d Catherine Bowstead, Methodist Superintendent Minister  

5 Chetwode Close, Wokingham RG40 2LL 0118 9781756  

minister@wokinghammethodist.org.uk  


